
Student Visas and SEVIS 



What Kind of Visa Do I Need to  
Study in the United States?  
 Most non-U.S. citizens who wish to study in the United States will seek an F-1 

(non-immigrant) student visa, but there are other visa types that are 
sometimes authorized for those who study in the U.S.  Here is a short 
description of the different visa types that involve study: 
 

 F-1, or Student Visa:  This visa is the most common for those who wish to 
engage in academic studies in the United States.  It is for people who will study 
at an accredited U.S. college or university or to study English at a university or 
intensive English language institute.  
 

 J-1, or Exchange Visitor:  This visa is for people who will be participating in an 
exchange visitor program in the United States.  The "J" visa is for educational 
and cultural exchange programs. 
 

 M-1, or Student Visa:  This visa is for those who will be engaged in non-
academic or vocational study or training at an institution in the United States. 

 



 

What Kind of Visa Does My 
Family Need to Accompany Me?  
 

 
 Children under the age of 21 and spouses of student visa applicants may apply 

for "derivative" F2 visas to accompany or follow to join the principal applicant 
in the United States.  Derivative visas are unavailable to parents, in-laws, or 
adult sons and daughters of the principal applicant.  

 
 Children in F-2 status are able to attend public school in the United States  
 
 Spouses in F-2 status may not work. 

 
 NOTE:  F1 Visa holders may hold on-campus employment of 20 hours a week 

or less without prior authorization. 
 

 



Preparing for Your Visa  
Interview in Five Steps  

1. Get Your I-20 

2. Check Your Passport 

3. Complete the DS-160 

4. Pay the SEVIS Fee  

5. Pay the Visa Fee and Make an Interview 
Appointment 



Applying for a Visa 
Step 1:  Get Your I-20 
  

 In order to apply for a visa, you (and any 
accompanying family members) must first have an  
I-20 issued by the U.S. college or university you plan 
to attend.  The U.S. academic institution will provide 
you with the appropriate form when you have been 
academically admitted.  



Applying for a Visa 
Step 2:  Check Your Passport  
  

 Make sure your passport is current and valid for the 
time you plan to be in the United States.  If your 
passport expires while you are studying, you will have 
to renew it at the nearest Ecuadorian Consulate, which 
may not be convenient to your school.   



Applying for a Visa 
Step 3:  Complete the DS-160 

 

 The DS-160 is the basic application for all categories of 
non-immigrant visas.  It is available online at:  

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/ 

 

 Once you complete the application, a barcode will 
appear.  Your application information will be stored in 
this barcode.  You must bring this printed barcode and 
one 2x2 photo to the interview. 

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/


Applying for a Visa 
Step 4:  Pay the SEVIS Fee 
  

 Before your interview you must also pay a Student and 
Exchange Visitor System (“SEVIS”) registration fee.  
You can pay the SEVIS fee online at:    
   

www.fmjfee.com  

 

 Do not pay for a dependent child or spouse who is on 
an F-2 visa.  There is no additional SEVIS fee due for a 
dependent child or spouse. 

 

http://www.fmjfee.com/


Applying for a Visa 
Step 4:  Pay the SEVIS Fee 
  

 DHS/ICE use SEVIS to track and monitor schools and 
programs, students, exchange visitors and their 
dependents throughout the duration of approved 
participation within the U.S. education system. 



Applying for a Visa 
Step 4:  Pay the SEVIS Fee 

 

 You must have a complete and accurate I-20 to pay the 
SEVIS fee.  If you do not have an I-20, or if the 
information on the form is incorrect, contact your 
school for a copy of the form before you continue. 

 



Applying for a Visa 
Step 4:  Pay the SEVIS Fee 

 

 When you pay the SEVIS fee, the program will 
generate a Form I-901 payment receipt.  Ensure a 
printer is connected and working before continuing. 
You cannot return to the page and print the payment 
receipt at a later time. 

 

 Save this receipt and bring it to your visa interview. 



Applying for a Visa 
Step 5:  Pay the Application Fee and 
Make an Interview Appointment 
  

  

 Go to http://usvisa-info.com to pay the visa fee and 
schedule your interview. 

 

 For a step-by-step demonstration of the online 
application process, watch: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/USEmbassyQuito?feat
ure=mhee#p/a/u/0/ZRqY5kF0oP8 

   

http://usvisa-info.com/
http://usvisa-info.com/
http://usvisa-info.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/USEmbassyQuito?feature=mhee
http://www.youtube.com/user/USEmbassyQuito?feature=mhee


Pre-Interview Checklist 
 
1. Get your I-20 from the College or University 

2. Check your passport expiration 

3. Complete the DS-160 online and print the bar code 

4. Pay the SEVIS Fee 

5. Pay the Visa Fee and Make an Interview 
Appointment 

 



The Interview 
 
 On the day of your interview you should come to the 

Consular Section at your designated interview time.  
The Consular Section is located in the U.S. Embassy at 

 

Ave. Avigiras E12-170 y Ave. Eloy Alfaro (next to SOLCA) 
 

 When you arrive, greeters will review  your 
information, you will pass through security, be 
fingerprinted, and then sit in a waiting room.  The 
entire process can take several hours.  



What to Bring to The Interview 
 
 Valid Passport 
 2x2 photo 
 I-20 
 SEVIS I-901 receipt 
 DS-160 Nonimmigrant Visa Application Confirmation 
 Financial Documents 

 
 Spouses and children should also bring proof of their relationship to 

the student (e.g., marriage and birth certificates). 
 
 If possible, families should apply for F-1 and F-2 visas at the same time, 

but if spouses or children must apply separately, they should bring a 
copy of the student visa holder’s passport and visa, along with all other 
required documents.  
 
 



What Will the Officer Ask Me?  

 
 If English is required for your program, the officer will 

conduct your interview in English. 

 

 The officer will review your I-20 and SEVIS receipt. 

 

 The officer will also review your financial documents.  For 
an F-1 Visa, you need to be able to prove that you have 
sufficient funds available for at least one year of study.   

 

 Other questions may include why you chose your school 
and details about your family and life in Ecuador. 



IMPORTANT 
  

 No assurances regarding the issuance of visas can be 
given in advance.  Therefore, you should be cautious 
about making final travel plans or purchasing non- 
refundable tickets until your visa has been issued. 

 



Timing 

 One of the most important things you can do to ensure 
that you will be able to arrive in time for the start of 
your educational program in the United States is to 
plan well in advance, not only for the academic portion 
of your U.S. program, but also for the visa process.  

 

 Once you have all the required documentation, you 
should apply for the visa, even if you do not intend to 
begin your program of study for several months. It is 
best to apply early for the visa to make sure that there 
is sufficient time for visa processing.  

 



More on Timing 
 There are two additional bits of information that are useful to know.  
 
1. The first is that the Consular Section cannot issue a visa more 

than 120 days before the actual start of the program in the United 
States.  Thus, if the college or university to which you have been 
admitted states on the I-20 that the program will start on September 
1, a visa cannot be issued before May 1.   
 

2. Second, even if you have been issued a visa to enter the United 
States, you will not be allowed to enter the country more than 30 
days before the start of your program if you are an initial entry 
student.  Returning students do not have this requirement.  Using 
the earlier example, if the program of study starts on September 1, 
you will not be permitted to enter the United States until August 1 or 
later.   



Traveling to the United States 
  A visa only allows a foreign citizen coming from 

abroad to travel to the United States port-of-entry and 
request permission to enter the United States.  
Applicants should be aware that a visa does not 
guarantee entry into the United States.  The 
Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) officials have the sole 
authority to permit or deny admission to the United 
States. 



Paperwork Required at Border 
   Travel with your passport, I-20 and SEVIS receipt in 

hand:  DO NOT pack your paperwork in your luggage.  
Student visitors must have these documents in 
their possession EVERY time they enter the 
United States.  

 



Keep Your I-94 in Your Passport 
 
 On your plane to the United States or when you arrive 

in the United States, you will receive a Form I-94 
(Arrival-Departure Record).  Please safeguard this 
form; it contains the official record of your stay in the 
United States. 

 

 The CBP official will determine the length of your visit 
on the Arrival-Departure Record (Form I-94).  Since 
Form I-94 documents your authorized stay in the 
United States, it’s very important to keep in your 
passport. 



Immigration 
 
 The immigration official will ask you why you are 

visiting the United States and request your paperwork.  
You will be photographed and fingerprinted and 
enrolled in the U.S.-VISIT Program. 

 

 As a student, you will apply to enter the United States 
using  your F1 student visa.  Note:  If you also have a 
B1/B2 tourist visa in your passport, don’t worry.  You 
can hold multiple visas at the same time. 



Duration of Status 
 
 If you are permitted to enter the United States on your 

student visa, you will usually be admitted for the 
duration of your student status.  That means you may 
stay as long as you are a full time student, even if the F-
1 visa in your passport expires while you are in the 
United States.  

 

 Note:  For a student who has completed the course of 
studies shown on the I-20, an F-1 student is allowed an 
additional 60 days to prepare for departure from the 
United States or to transfer to another school.  

 



Duration of Status:  Example 
 
 As an example regarding duration of status, if you have a 

visa that is valid for five years that will expire on January 1, 
2015, and you are admitted into the United States for the 
duration of your studies (often abbreviated in your 
passport or on your I-94 card as "D/S"), you may stay in the 
United States as long as you are a full-time student.  Even if 
January 1, 2015 passes and your visa expires while in the 
United States, you will still be in legal student status.  

 
 If you depart the United States with an expired visa you will 

need to obtain a new one, applying at an Embassy abroad, 
before you can return to the United States to resume your 
studies.  



Overstays  
 
 Staying unlawfully in the United States beyond the date 

CBP officials have authorized, even by one day, results in 
your visa being automatically voided, in accordance with 
immigration law.  In this situation you are required to 
reapply for a new nonimmigrant visa.  Overstays may cause 
you to be ineligible for a visa in the future for return travel 
to the United States. 

 

 It is also illegal to quit studying but remain in the United 
States on your student visa.  Students who do so will almost 
surely become ineligible for future visas to the United 
States. 

 

 



When You Arrive On Campus 
  Once you arrive on campus, you should report immediately 

to the office that is responsible for assisting international 
students and scholars.  It may be called the Office of 
International Services, the Office of International 
Education, the International Programs Office, or some 
other similar name.  
 

 That office can help you with any questions or concerns you 
may have about immigration rules and regulations. 
Moreover, that office must report your arrival within the 
SEVIS system.  If this report is not submitted, you may be 
considered to be in violation of your status in the United 
States, so be sure to make the international student office 
one of your first stops on campus. 



Questions? 


